Bisphosphonate-associated osteonecrosis of the jaws and endodontic treatment: two case reports.
Bisphosphonates are commonly used in the management of bone diseases, such as osteoporosis and Paget's disease, and to prevent bone complications and to treat malignant hypercalcemia in certain types of cancer. Although this class of drugs has clear evidence of medical efficacy, there are an increasing number of reports of bisphosphonate-associated osteonecrosis of the jaws that have substantial implications for the patient and for the treating dentist. This case report reviews proposed possible mechanisms of bisphosphonate-associated osteonecrosis of the jaws and describes two case reports where nonsurgical and surgical root canal treatments were precipitating factors. Recommendations for prevention and treatment of the disease follow. Thorough history taking and timely consultation with the patient's oral surgeon and oncologist are emphasized.